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THE GAME IN THE FUTURE !THE GAME IN THE FUTURE !
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1990 1990 --2008 Athletic Factors2008 Athletic Factors
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50% more than 1965 !
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TECHNICAL TECHNICAL -- TACTICALTACTICAL
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Modern Tactical Innovations ?Modern Tactical Innovations ?
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1990 1990 –– 2008 (Game changes ! )2008 (Game changes ! )
�� 2
��	�����	��)�����
	!���	�
������
�	�
��	
�����	2
��	�����	��)�����
	!���	�
������
�	�
��	
�����	
�� 2
��	�����	!���	�
������
�	����	�
�)��	������)	2
��	�����	!���	�
������
�	����	�
�)��	������)	

��;���������;�������
�� 2
��	������)	���	��������)	�������
��	���	��������2
��	������)	���	��������)	�������
��	���	��������
�� 2
��	)
���	��
���	��
�	��
�
�)��$	������)	2
��	)
���	��
���	��
�	��
�
�)��$	������)	

��;�������	��;�������	
�� 2
��	������	���	�
�	���
��	 ��
�	����	���)���2
��	������	���	�
�	���
��	 ��
�	����	���)���
�� 2
��	����	����	���	 ���	���	�����2
��	����	����	���	 ���	���	�����
�� 2
��	)
���	���	��
���	��
�	�������	����
������	2
��	)
���	���	��
���	��
�	�������	����
������	
�� 2
��	�����	���	��)�����)	�
������
�	������	���	2
��	�����	���	��)�����)	�
������
�	������	���	

#
�����	&����!��)	;���!���#
�����	&����!��)	;���!���
�� <�������<������� �
�	
����	��������
�	
����	�������
�� ����
	����)��	�
��	���!�������
	����)��	�
��	���!���

��������
��

������

Prozone

����������������
��



�� 9�:��	�����

	���
	��4
�	����
	������9�:��	�����

	���
	��4
�	����
	������

��
	��
�	�
�	�
��
���
	��
�	�
�	�
��
�

��
�
	�

�	��	 
	
���
	���	����	��

���	 ��	��
�
	�

�	��	 
	
���
	���	����	��

���	 ��	

���	�����	�� ��
	
����	3���4	��

����
	
����	3���4	��

���� ��

1�����1����� (��;�
��(��;�
�� ��



PREMIERSHIP POSSESSION FACTSPREMIERSHIP POSSESSION FACTS
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Champions League Representatives

Premiership average 314
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Ball Possession Ball Possession –– Pass CompletionPass Completion
Averages per game.Averages per game.
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Spain were superior to all teams
in medium range passing completion %

Spain were superior to all teams
in long passing completion %

Spain made more long and
medium range passes than

any other teams

Greece and Holland were the only teams 
superior to Spain in short range pass completion
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Ball Possession Ball Possession –– Match AveragesMatch Averages
Passes per game.Passes per game.
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Xavi (Spain) v Germany

62 passes made

94 % pass completion !

Senna (SPAIN)
2 matches – 111 passes made.

90 % pass completion !

Xavi – overall Tournament passing.
316 passes made

90% pass completion !
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ZONE 14ZONE 14 WC 2002
-most important 
area for goal assists.

1998 WC & Euro 2000

50% France goals

Euro 2004
49% entries into 
box from zone 14

�� !" #����$�%����&

����

'�
���
����

(�����
����
�����
��
�&



ZONE 14ZONE 14
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10 Premier League Games

26% possessions in Z14 resulted in a strike at goal .

73 % of all goals scored came via a possession in Z  14

30 % of all possessions in Z 14 produced a goal .

An attempt at goal occurred every 4 possessions in Z 14

Playing from Z 14 into the penalty area produced mo re attempts at goal
and goals than passes played from elsewhere.

Teams on average had 30 possessions per game in Z 1 4

A goal occurred for every 31 possessions in Z 14
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CHELSEA FC.CHELSEA FC. (2005(2005--06.)06.)
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OVERLOADING CENTRAL MIDFIELD AREASOVERLOADING CENTRAL MIDFIELD AREAS -- Tottenham HotspurTottenham Hotspur

Malbranque

Lennon

Keane

Berbatov

Zokora

Jenas

Lee

Chimbonda

Dawson

King

5 in the MF box !



OVERLOADING CENTRAL MIDFIELD AREASOVERLOADING CENTRAL MIDFIELD AREAS -- Argentina U 20Argentina U 20

11

7

9

10
4

8

3

2

5

6

5 in the MF box.



OVERLOADING CENTRAL MIDFIELD AREASOVERLOADING CENTRAL MIDFIELD AREAS
Spain Euro 2008Spain Euro 2008

11

7

9

10
4

8

3

2

5

6

5 in the MF box.
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The The ““LoneLone”” StrikerStriker

-3"�)�3"�-40��05'

Any player ,anywhere .

Holland 1974 ?



LONE STRIKER INVOLVEMENT



1984 European Cup Final1984 European Cup Final
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TOTAL FOOTBALL  ?TOTAL FOOTBALL  ?

MIDFIELD PLAYER INVOLVEMENT



MODERN FULL BACK CONTACT SCATTERGRAPH
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SHIFTS SHIFTS –– SUMMARYSUMMARY
SPEEDSPEED
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SHIFTS SHIFTS -- SUMMARYSUMMARY
TECHNICALTECHNICAL
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SHIFTS SHIFTS -- SUMMARYSUMMARY
TACTICALTACTICAL
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“We have a naieve

playing style.
S Pearce 2009

Tactical liberation 
through

technical versatility.
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HOW TO PRACTICE !

Ball retention and intelligent possession useage as the fundamental  factor. 
Reduced space available and congested area practice .
Minimal touches .
At optimal speed especially, and reduced speeds as appropriate.
Fast and slow technical practice situations.
In varied directions and circumstances.
Opposed practice and technique work.
Employing as wide a range of surfaces as possible.
Encourage disguise .
Encourage craft,unorthodoxy,versatility and ingenuity.
Tolerate errors that are developmental.
Reward and espouse technical excellence .
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